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Holy Spirit Catholic School Division 
WHERE CHILDREN ARE CHERISHED AND ACHIEVE THEIR POTENTIAL 

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC SCHOOL DIVISION IS COMMITTED TO: 

• Ensuring excellent education is provided to our students through a Catholic faith-based 
perspective.  Our religion is not just a class; it is a way of being that is infused into our entire 
system and cannot simply be partitioned out.   

• We aim to be authentically Catholic.  Parents and students who choose our system are seeking 
this faith as the basis of their education.  They come knowing that this is precisely who we are. 
Their right to access education on this basis is enshrined in Alberta law and the Canadian 
constitution.  

• Finding efficiencies while honouring choice and diversity.  We recognize that we are very blessed 
to have adjacent public systems that are open to working closely with us.  

WHY WE DON’T SUPPORT A SINGLE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM: 

• Alberta has one of the best education systems in the world. 
o The current system reinforces a plurality of educational choice that respects differences in 

beliefs, values and cultures. 

o Francophone education in Alberta has evolved together with our Catholic education 
system, and the province’s francophone boards are an integral partner in providing the 
choices many Alberta parents want.  Denominational and French-language education make 
our provincial education system stronger, not weaker or inefficient. 

o Excellent results from the Catholic education system has reinforced the province’s 
educational performance.  

o Holy Spirit’s own educational results have demonstrated excellence in a number of 
provincially measured areas: 

 October 2016 October 2017 October 2018 

Safe and Caring 90.9 Very High 91.8 Very High 92.2 Very High 

Program of Studies 82.6 Very High 83.1 Very High 87.3 Very High 

Education Quality 90.4 Very High 92.2 Very High 93.1 Very High 

Drop Out Rate 1.8 Very High 2.8 High 1.6 Very High 

High School Completion Rate 83.1 Very High 87.2 Very High 84.5 Very High 

Diploma Exam Participation Rate 
(4+ Exams) 59.4 High 58.1 High 55.4 Intermediate 

Transition Rate (6 year) 66.4 High 72.5 Very High 70.1 Very High 

Work Preparation 83.3 High 84.6 High 86.2 Very High 

Citizenship 85.8 Very High 87.4 Very High 86.5 Very High 

Parental Involvement 83.3 Very High 82.9 Very High 85.0 Very High 

School Involvement 83.9 Very High 86.5 Very High 84.8 Very High 
Data extracted from Alberta Education’s annual Accountability Pillar Survey 
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• Parents want choice/options for their children’s education. 
o Parents may choose public, separate, francophone, charter, private and/or homeschooling, 

based on their child’s diverse learning, social, emotional, physical, and spiritual needs, as 
well as the values/beliefs of the family.  

 The attitude of those who wish to create a single monolithic school system of 
secular values opposes the plurality Albertans and Canadians hold as vital to our 
identities.  

o Currently, over 180,000 children in Alberta receive high quality, publicly funded Catholic 
education.  Holy Spirit Catholic School Division serves over 5,000 of these students across 
southern Alberta. 

• Foreseeable concerns with forced amalgamation into a single, centrally-governed system. 
o There is no definitive study or proof that confirms one school system would save money. In 

fact, the opposite is true.  (See “Resources and References”) 

 Bureaucracy doubled and costs to run regions tripled in Ontario following large-
scale regionalization and amalgamation experiments. Newfoundland and Quebec 
have realized increased costs with the realignment of their schools rather than 
savings.1 

o Alberta’s students are currently funded by a per student grant that follows the child 
meaning that all students are funded the same.  

 Even with amalgamation, the same amount of money would be needed to fund 
schools with the same number of buildings, administrators, teachers, busses, 
custodians, computers, textbooks, etc. Precisely where the savings under an 
amalgamated model would be found remain unclear. 

o There would be upheaval in Alberta’s highly successful system, stifling local voices, decision 
making and responsiveness to local issues.  

o Reducing our education system to calculations about ‘efficiency’ is directly contrary to the 
purpose and vocation of education. Students are not widgets and schools are not factories. 
When talking about education, people are not “products” but are human beings and we 
should fund and care for them accordingly.  

• We do support and aim to find educational efficiencies. 
o Many Catholic school boards in Alberta work hard to deliver cost effective, high quality 

teaching and education. To do so, they often collaborate with other school jurisdictions and 
organizations, ensuring many millions of dollars in savings and efficiencies in purchasing, 
transportation, school financing, and other shared services.  

o In Holy Spirit Catholic School Division, we have been incredibly blessed to have close 
relationships with all adjacent public school jurisdictions, allowing us to actualize 
efficiencies while respecting each other’s differences.  For instance: 

 There are shared bussing arrangement with Lethbridge School District No. 51, 
Palliser Regional Schools, Livingstone Range School Division, and Horizon School 
Division.  

                                                            
1 Shaw, Serena (2019, January 3) Opinion: Catholic schools add diversity and choice. Edmonton Journal. Retrieved 
from https://edmontonjournal.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-catholic-schools-add-diversity-and-choice  
 

https://edmontonjournal.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-catholic-schools-add-diversity-and-choice
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 A Joint Use Agreement exists with Lethbridge School District and the Lethbridge 
Public Library. This allows Chinook High School and Catholic Central High School: 
Campus West to operate in different wings of a larger complex, while the 
Lethbridge Public Library utilizes the joint space in the middle of the facility.  

 Collaboration also exists between school authorities, alongside health and 
community organizations, to ensure wraparound support for many students 
with exceptional needs.  

o We are open to taking part in any unbiased discussions on how to improve our province’s 
education system. But we will not take part in any campaign based on the premise that our 
fundamental legal and constitutional rights to a Catholic education should be ignored or 
undermined. 

FUNDING FAIRNESS: 
We hear a lot of inaccuracies about funding inequities for schools in Alberta.  In particular, the myth that 
Catholic schools unfairly receive tax dollars that should go to the public system. Here is the bottom line:   

• The province ensures that every child, no matter where they live in Alberta or whether they 
attend a public, separate, Francophone, or charter school, is funded to an equitable amount.   

• This model is transparent and fair and it recognizes the complexities of assessing and assigning 
education taxes to our choice-based education system across a highly diverse provincial 
landscape.   

IN RESPONSE TO STUDENT SUPPORTS/GROUPS: 

• We support all students and their individual needs by providing welcoming, caring, respectful and 
safe learning environments for all.  

• We support the development of student groups that encourage safe and caring environments 
through their activities and demonstrate an understanding and respect for the sanctity of human 
life and respect for the human person which includes, but is not limited to, ethnic and racial 
backgrounds, abilities or disabilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, etc.   

• As part of school life, we work with student groups to ensure that the mission, vision, and core 
values of the school division and our Catholic perspective permeates all we do.  

IN RESPONSE TO HIRING CATHOLIC TEACHERS: 
• It is concerning to hear of people who have expressed that they have felt bullied and unsafe in 

schools. As Catholics we value the dignity and work of each person, including our staff, and aim to 
provide safe and caring work spaces, consistent with our faith and teachings as Catholics.  

• Teachers willingly choose to apply to, and be employed by, a Catholic school division knowing that 
the teachings of the Church are foundational to achieving the mission and vision of Catholic 
education.   

• Teachers serve as role models of our faith and are influential in the faith formation of our 
students.  They serve as living witnesses to the traditions, values, and teachings of the Catholic 
faith. Students attending Catholic schools need to see their faith in action.  This validates the 
integrity and authenticity of their Catholic education. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

• Amalgamating School Division’s Won’t Increase Efficiency: Larger is not Cheaper. (2003, March). 
Frontier Centre for Public Policy. Retrieved from 
https://fcpp.org/pdf/FB%2015%20Amalgamating%20School%20Boards%20Not%20Answer.pdf 

• “No big bucks to be saved by merging school divisions: expert” (2016, November 17). CBC News. 
Retrieved from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/school-board-amalgamations-
john-weins-1.3855670 

• Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association (ACSTA). https://www.acsta.ab.ca/about-us  

• ACSTA Report data retrieved from Holy Spirit Board Agenda of November 28, 2018: 

 

• Fawcett, Brett. (2018, November 8). What’s really behind push to eliminate publicly funded 
Catholic education. Grandin Media. Retrieved from 
https://grandinmedia.ca/whats-really-behind-push-eliminate-publicly-funded-catholic-education/ 

• Koop, Royce. (2018, June 29). “The merits of school division mergers.” Winnipeg Free Press. 
Retrieved from https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/the-merits-of-school-
division-mergers-486911951.html 

https://fcpp.org/pdf/FB%2015%20Amalgamating%20School%20Boards%20Not%20Answer.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/school-board-amalgamations-john-weins-1.3855670
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/school-board-amalgamations-john-weins-1.3855670
https://www.acsta.ab.ca/about-us
https://grandinmedia.ca/whats-really-behind-push-eliminate-publicly-funded-catholic-education/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/the-merits-of-school-division-mergers-486911951.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/the-merits-of-school-division-mergers-486911951.html
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